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SCHOOL LAW 


OF THE 


TERRITORY OF WASHINGTON: 
Passed April 12th, 1854. 


AN ACT ESTABLISHING \ COMMON SCHOOL SYSTEM OR THE TERRITORY 
OF WASHINGTON 


CHAPTER I 
SCHOOL FUND 


Sre ol Dieu enacted by the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of 
Washington, That the principal of all moneys accruung to this territory 
from the sale of any land heretofore given, or which may hereafter be given 
by the congress of the Umted States for scheol purposes, shall constitute 
an irreducible fund , the interest accruing from which shall be annually 
divided among all the school districts in the territory, proportionally to 
the number of children or youth in each between the ages of four and 
twenty-one years, for the support of common schools in said districts, and 
for no other nse or purpose whatever 

Sec 2 For the purpose of establishing and maintaining common 
schools, it shall be the duty of the county commissioners of each county 
to lay an annual tax of two milis on a dollar, on all taxable property of 
the county, as shown by the assessment rolls made by the county assessors 
for the same year, and to include the same in their warrant to the collec- 
tor, and the said collector shall proceed to collect the said tax in the same 
manner as the other county tax 1s collected , and the said money so col- 
lected shall be paid over to the county treasurer, to be appropriated for 
the hire of school teachers in the several school districts, to be drawn m 
the manner heremafter prescribed 
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Sec.” 3. -For the farther support of common schools, there shall In 
set apart by the county treasurer, all money paid into the county treasury, 
arising from all fines for a breach of any penal laws of this territory 
Such moneys shall be paid into the county treasury, and be added to the 
yearly school fund raised by tax in each county, and divided in the same 
manner 


CHAPTER II 


COUNTY SUPFRINTENDFENTS 


Sec 1 There shall be elected by the legal voters of the respective 
counties, at the annual elections, a county superintendent of Common 
schools for each county, who shall hold his office for the term of three 
years, and until his successor is duly qualified 

Sec 2 The supermtendent shall qualify within teu days after notice 
of his election, by taking an oath faithfully to discharge the duties of bis 
ofhee, and to the best of his ability promote the mterest of education 
within his county , which oath shall bein writing and placed on file in the 
county clerk's office 

Sec 3 It shall be the duty of the supermtendent to divide such 
portion of his county as shall be inhabited, into conveniunt school districts , 
to dehne the boundaries and numbers , and to prepare and keep im his 
ofhee a map of the districts of the county upon which the lines and bound- 
aries of each distru t shall be dearly dctmed , he shall lay off new districts, 
or divide old ones when the public good shall require it 

Seco 4 Whenever any school district shall be formed by the super- 
intendent, it shall be his duty to prepare a notice in writing of the estab- 
lishment of such district, describing its boundaries, aud to deliver the same 
to some taxable inhabitant of such distru t, who shall have asked for the 
formation of the same It sball be the duty of said mhabitant, within 
two weeks after the receipt of such notice, to notify to other inhabitanto 
of the district of the time and place of the first district meeting, which 
time and place he shall fix by written notices, and which shall be posted 
up in three public places in the district, at least ten days previous to the 
time of meeting In case the inhabitants fail to attend in suffiaent num- 
bers to do business as bereafter durected, notice may be renewed at such 
times as may be thought proper 

Sec 5 It shall be the duty of the superintendent to examine all 
persons who wish to become teachers in his county , he shall examine them 
in orthography, reading, writing, arithmetic, Engheh grammar and geog- 
raphy , and if he be of the opimion that the person examined is competent 
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Sec 6 The superimtendent shall visit aiie shovis tanght tf his B 
vounty by a qualified teacher, at least once a year jhe shall. -give “such 
information and encouragement as he may think necessary,’ and ëndèavor 
to promote the introduction of a good and umform system of school books 
Mroughout the county 

bic 7  Itshall be the duty of the supermtendent to receive the 
district reports heremafter provided for, and keep them on file in his 
office , und be shall at least ten days before the first Fnday m November 
of cach year, make out from the district reports, a statement of the num- 
her of the scholars m the county, the number of school libraries ; the 
muyber of school houses , the number of districts , in how many districts 
a school has beea hept in the past year , what school books are principal- 
ly used , what proportion of all the scholars in the county have attended 
school for the past year, and the amount of money paid to teachers This 
Statement, together with such other wuformation and suggestions as he 
may deem noportant to the cause of education, he shall file in his office, 
and inay, if convement, publish it in some newspaper in this terntory 

Sre 5 It shall be the duty of the superintendent, at least fifteen 
dass before the first Friday in November of each year, to make an appor- 
nouent of the school fund in the county treasury among the several 

choal districts in their respective counties, 1n proportion to the number of 

persons in the district over the age of four, and under twenty-one years, 
and certity the amount due to each district, which shall be drawn as here- 
after directed , and he shall forthwith notify the clerks of the school dis- 
tits of the amount due th: u respective districts 

Sec 9 When the districts shall have comphed with the law, as 
hereafter directed, it shall be the duty of the superintendent to issue orders 
on the county treasury im favor of the clerks of the districts, for the 
amount of the school funds appropmated to each , on the presentation of 
which order, the treasurer of the county shall pay over to the clerks of 
the districts all moneys due the respective districts, and the clerks shall 
endorse on said order a receipt for so much as shall be paid thereon, and 
they shall also sign a duphcate receipt, which shall be deposted with the 
superintendent, who shall credit the treasury of the county therewith, and 
charge the same to the proper district 

Sec 10 The supermtendent shall, m the name of the county, col- 
lect, or cause to be collected, all moneys due the school fund from fines, 
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Eere i beara purposes, it shall be the duty of the superm- 
'. -tendent to.,preseryé: said lands from injury and trespass , and when it 
‘shall come.to his knowledge that any trespass has been committed on such 
‘ Tanda; “ he-aball shake complaintof the same before the grand jury of the 
proper county; ‘at the first regular term of court after he has obtained a 
knowlédge‘of such trespass ; and all fines and other moneys thus collected 
shall be paid over to the treasurer of the county for the use of common 
schools, and divided in said county ın the same manner as other schvol 
funds. 

Sec 11 Any person trespassing upon or injuring the school lands, 
as mentioned in the preceding section, shall be hable to be indicted for the 
same, and upon conviction, shall be punished by imprisonment in the 
county jal not exceeding six months, or by fine not exceeding five hun- 
dred dollars. 

Sec. 13 The said superintendent shall be allowed out of the county 
treasury, ın compensation for his services, the sum of twenty-five dollars a 
year The county commissioners may, in their discretion, if they think 
the services rendered demand it, increase his salary to any sum not ex- 
ding five hundred dollars a year 


CHAPTER III 


SCHOO! MEETINGS 


Sec 1 A school meeting may be called at any time for the pur- 
pose of organizing a new district, as provided in section four, under the 
title of county superimtendent No number less than five legal voters 
shall constitate a quorula, to do business ın any district meeting 

Sec. 2 Such schéol meeting shall have power to do all necessary 
business the same as the regular annual school meeting would have 

Sec 3. Such meeting when assembled, shall organize by the ap- 
poitment of a chairman and secretary It shall then proceed by ballot 
to elect three directors Of those so elected, the person having the bigh- 
est number of votes, shall hold his office for the term of three years, and 
the person having the next highest number, shall hold his office for two 
years, and the person next highest one year, and each shall continue in 
office until his successor 1s elected and qualified Jn case two or more 
persons of those so elected, receive an equal number of votes, the duration 
of their term of office shall be determined by lot, in presence of the chaw- 
man and secretary 
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Sec 4 The term of: ‘tice a, mi 
annual meeting, shall continuë for ther 
as he may have been elected, ‘from then, 
such director shall be elected to fill vacane 
tinue in office for the unexpired’ term. 
mecting after the first, there shall bereket _ : 
term of three years rE he ped a, aoe ar a ae 

Sec 5 The directors shall qualify. within- ten days sftar’ thar leo: 
tion, by taking an oath or affirmation faithfully’ to discharge: thé. aa es e ee 
the office, to the best of their bilities ; and td promote 4 the interes“ of ~ aon y 
ucation within ther distnet This éath shall bein ‘writing ‘and filet Wit) ` ne 
the clerk of the district we FA aii 

Sec 6 It shalt be the duty of the directors of every school district : 

ist To call special meetings of the district whenever they shall 
deem ıt necessary ; 

2d To make outa tax lst of every district tax, containing the 
names of the taxable inhabitants in the district, and the amount of tax 
payable by each inhabitant set opposite his name ; 

3d To annex to such tax list a warrant directed to the clerk of the 
distnet for the collection of the sums in such hst mentioned, including five 
per eent for the fees of said clerk ; 

4th To purchase or lease a site for the district school house as des- 
ignated by a meeting of the district, and to bild, bire or purchase, keep 
in repair and furnish such school house with necessary fuel and appenda- 
ges out of the funds collected and paid to the clerk for such purpose, and 
to have the custody and safe keeping of the district school house ; 

5th To contract with and employ teachers: Prowded, that no 
teacher shall be employed, who shall not produce a certificate from the 
county superintendent as 1s required by Jaw, of good moral character, and 
qualification to teach a district school ; 

6th To give orders to the teachers on the district clerk for their 
wages. 

See 7. Any two of said directors shall constitute a quoram to do 
business 

Sec 8. It shall be the duty of the directors to visit and examine 
the school or schools of their respective districts, at least twice in each 
term ; they shall endeavor to procure the mtroduction of a good and uni- 
form system of school books in their district ; and when the teacher ex- 
periences difficulty in the government of the school, it shall be his duty to 
refer the cases of disorderly scholars to the directors, who shall decide how 
such scholars shall be punished, or whether they shall be dismissed from 
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_ Sse.’ 10. “TÉ shall be the duty of the clerk of each district 
' > Ast -To record the proceedings of his district in a book, to he pro- 
vided for that purpose by the district ; 

2d. To give notice of annual or special meetings , 

3d. To procure a list of all persons in the district between thi 
ages of four and twenty-one years ; 

4th. To collect all district taxes which he shall be required by the 
warrant from the directors to collect within the time limited in each war- 
rant for its return ; and he shall have the same authority to enforce the 
collection of such tax as the county collector has for collecting the county 
tax, and he shall be allowed five per cent for collecting ; 

5th. To retam a copy of all reports made to the county superintend- 
ent relating to the affairs of the district 

Sec. 11 It shall be the duty of the clerk to furmsh the county su- 
perintendent at least twenty days before the first Friday ın November of 
each year, @ report containing the number of scholars in his district, over 
four and under twenty-one years of age , how long a school has been kept 
in bis district the past year ; what school books are principally used ; 
what proportion of the scholars ın the district have attended school ; and 
the amount of money paid to teachers. 

Sec. 12. The clerk of each district shall, at the close of each year 
of his office, make out m wnting a just and true account of all moneys 
received by him for the use of the distret, and the manner in which the 
same shall have been expended, which account shall be read at the annual 
district meetmg The clerk shall pay over all moneys remaining ın his 
hands belonging to the district, to his successor, when his successor has 
legally qualified, and upon a refusal or neglect so to do, the directors shall 
forthwith bring suit upon his bond. 

Sec 13. There shall be an annual school meeting held in each dis- 
trict upon the first Friday in November ; and notices of all annual or 
special meetings shall be in writing, signed by the directors or the clerk of 
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the district,” .andjshall; esis 


and shall be,posted up intl three: Se) 
previous to the ‘holding’ of" "such, 
Sec 14, Every inhahitant 
shall have resided in any’s ‘school, 4 
ceding any district niecting and 4 s 
any tax except road taxin said. 
school meeting, and no other } person 8 
Sec 15 Any school: cmepting: 
time to time, as occasion may, Fequire.s.' ‘Cag 
Sec 16 A school meeting”. ‘legally called 
vote of a majonty present, to levy a faz on all, the 
the district, as the meeting shall Aen ~safficie nt, foy 
suitable site for a school house, and to build; hirso BOF, 
house and keep it ın repar, and to fomish the-samé wi hi 
and appendages, and to levy an additional tax on, the-dish ae 
$ TEN 
chase or increase of a district library, globes, “maps ai nd such: sae 
the interest and well beg of the school shall require, fhe tary al TE 
consist of such books as the district meeting shall direct. 7 =? Ben ee < 
Sec 17 In all cases when a tax is to be levied, it shall be statéd 
in the notices given of the meeting, for what purpose or purposes a tax is 
to be levied 
Sec 18 When a district is organized, it shall be to all intents and 
purposes a body corporate, capable of sung and being sued, and fully 
competent to transact all busmess appertaining to schools or school houses 
in ther own district , and it shall be the duty of the directors to prose- 
cute or defend any demands for or against their district, and notice shall 
be served upon one of the directors of any suit brought against a distnet 
Sec 19 All district taxes shall be assessed by the directors accor- 
ding to the valuation of property made for the assessment of county taxes, 
and shall be collected by the clerk of the district, with an addition of five 
per cent on the same, which the clerk shall receive for his services Any 
person aggrieved by an excessive assessment of the directors of any school ; 
district, may have the same reduced by his own affidavit or any competent 
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TEACHERS 


Sec. 20 It shall be the duty of every teacher of a common school, 
to procure a certificate of quahfication and good moral character, before 
entering on the duties of a teacher. It shall be his duty to keep a regis- 
‘ter of the names of the children attending school, their age, the time when 
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i'mectings, “the directors whose term of office 


Al act“aschairman, and the clerk of the district shall 
paper Spet OT o 
“GR Sacre L st Ss shall hsve-power to repeal, alter or modify their 

_ proceédings ironi time td time, as occasion may require 

“*, VRF ~ Pistrict meetings legally called, shall have power to levy a 

4 _iax upon'the property of the district for any purpose whatever, connected 
with, and for the-benefit of schools, and the promotion of education-in the 
district. 

Sec. 5. Any new district failing to organize and report to the 
county superintendent, the number of children over four and under twen- 
ty-one years of age in said district, at least twenty days before the first 
Friday in November, or any district having been organized for the term 
of one year or more, failing to report to the county superintendent, as is 
required in section eleven, of the chapter entitled ‘school meetings,” in 
this act, shall not be entitled to any portion of the county school fund for 
the year: Provided, that if the clerk of any school district shall fail to 
make such report, any inhabitant of such district may make such report 
verified on oath, and the county superintendent shall receive it, the same 
as if made by the clerk. 

Sec. 6. The county superintendent shall apportion all the county 
school fund for that year among those districts only which have organized 
and reported according to law. 

See T. No district shall be allowed to draw the county school fand 
from the treasury, apportioned to it, until it shall raise an amount by tax 
or otherwise in said district to be expended in paying teachers and build- 
ing school houses in said district, equal to the amount to which such dis- 
trict is entitled out of the county school fund ; nor until it shall satisfy 
the county superintendent, that a school has been kept in said district by 
2 qualified teacher, for at least three months during the year immediately 
following the apportionment. 
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Sec 11 The directors of any’ district: ina permit sot 
out of the distnet, to attend school, with or withou Sittedy ag 
deem proper D ARANES ; 
Sec. 12 No person shall be disqualified to hold the ofie Selly i 
superintendent, district director or clerk, on account of holding. any thet ae OS 
office within the terriotry at the same time. a 
Sec 13 It shall be the duty of the directors to appoint a suitable ~ 
person for librarian, when the district shall have procured a library 


AN ACT | 


TO AMEND AN ACT ENTITLED, “AN ACT ESTABLISHING A COMMON SCHOOL 
SYSTEM FOR THE TERRITORY OF WASHINGTON, ` x 


Sec. 1. Be tt enacted by the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of 
Washington, That it shall be the duty of the county auditor of each 
county to report to the county superintendent of common schools, at ledst __ 
twenty days before the first Friday in November of each year, the amount 
of school tax levied in their respective counties for that year ; and that it 
be the duty of the clerk of the district court, at the close of every term 
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F ho clen of such districts to let out all 


ee pach ei asit may be required for school paLa in 
"Aia tti RER The clerk of the district and his securities shall also be re- 
_Bonible forsuch money: Provided, thatif the term of three years shall 
elapse before such weak districts shall have at least three mouths school, 
such districts shall not be entitled to any apportionment of the county 
school funds after the expiration of the said three years, until they shal} 
have complied with the law in the same manner as regularly organized 
districts are required to do. 

Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of the county superintendent to be at 
the county seat on the third Friday of May and November of each year, 
for the purpose of examining teachers, and he shall give ten days notice 
of the same by posting up hand bills or otherwise ; and all teachers ex- 
amined on different days shall pay to the superintendent the sum of one 
dollar. 

Sev. 5. It shall be the duty of the superintendent to be at the 
county seat on the third Saturday of May and November of each year, 
for the purpose of making any alterations desired in districts ; and said 
superintendent shall give ten days public notice of the same, as provided 
in section four. And any district applying on different days for the trans- 
actiou of such business, shall pay the superintendent a reasonable compen- 
sation for his trouble, not exceeding the sum of two dollars. 

Sec. 6. It shall be the duty of the superintendent to district the 
whole county so that every resident of the county shall be included in 
some district, 


. the treasury, until it shall raise an amount’ bysteaxs 
district, to be expended in paying teachers or “build i By 
said district, nor until it shall satisfy the county superin 
school has been kept in the district by a qualified teacher for at ‘f 
three months.” A 

Seo, 2. That section eight, chapter four, of the acts of 1854, be so 
amended as to read: “ When the clerk of any school district shall satisfy 
the county superintendent that any amount has been raised by tax, or 
otherwise, in his district, for the support of teachers, or building school 
houses, and that a school has actually been kept by a qualified teacher, 
as provided for in the preceding section, the superintendent shall issue an 
order on the county treasurer in favor of the clerk of such district, for an 


amount equal to that raised by the disttict, if that amount of county 


school funds be in the treasury to the credit of such district ” 

Sec. 3. School directorsmay be competent judges of the qualifica» 
tions of the teachers in their respective districts, and a certificate from” 
the board of directors of any digtrict shall be sufficient evidence of the 
qualifications of teachers employed by them. 

Sec. 4. That section nine, chapter four, of the acts of 1855, be so 
amended as to read: “Any district failing to comply with the provisions 


of the preceding sections, for the term of three years after any appor- «~~~ 


tionment, shall forfeit its apportionment, and the amount thereof shall be 
again added to the county school fund, and ae again among all the 
districts. 
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